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Comprehensive Plan

Our vision for how we grow and invest in 
our community over the next 20 years.

Informed by four core values:

Race and
Social Equity

Environmental 
Stewardship

Community Economic Opportunity
and Security



Creating a more equitable, 
livable, sustainable, and 
resilient city as we grow

The Plan update will address several major challenges 
for our communities and Seattle as a whole, including:

ÅRacial inequities, past and current

ÅDisplacement pressures

ÅHousing costs

ÅClimate change and resilience

ÅInvestments to meet existing and
future community needs

ÅRecovery from the global pandemic
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What is it? !Î ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 3ÅÁÔÔÌÅȭÓ 

Comprehensive Plan that contains the #ÉÔÙȭÓ 

vision for how development should unfold 

over the next 20 years to accommodate 

expected population and job growth and 

meet City goals.  

It describes the desired location of new 

development and how city regulations and 

investments can support and align with 

expected development.



Å3ÅÁÔÔÌÅȭÓ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙ ÓÉÎÃÅ ρωωτ 

ÅConcentrates new housing and jobs in compact, 
walkable mixed-use neighborhoods linked by transit

ÅFocuses industrial development in manufacturing 
and industrial centers

Å83% of new housing in centers and villages

ÅGrowing concerns:
ÅReinforces a pattern of segregation and exclusion

ÅRestricts housing supply and diversity

ÅExacerbates displacement pressures

EXISTING GROWTH STRATEGY

Urban Centers & Villages

Urban Center

Manufacturing & 
Industrial Center

Hub Urban Village

Residential 
Urban Village



Housing Unaffordability

Seattle has persistent, longstanding racial 
disparities in homeownership.

23.1%

49.9%

76.9%

50.1%

Source: American Community Survey, 2016 -2020 five-year estimates.

non -Hispanic 
white

Black or African 
American

owner renter

Homeownership by race of householder (Seattle)

Over the past 10 years, the average cost of a 
home has doubled after adjusting for inflation

Zillow Home Value Index 
(in 2022 dollars)

2012 2022

$494,000

$985,000



Updating the growth strategy to:

ÅMeet the needs of a growing city

ÅAllow for more housing supply and choice across the city 

ÅSupport more affordable housing 

ÅAddress our history of segregation

ÅReduce displacement pressures 

ÅEncourage more housing near new transit investments 

ÅRespond to climate change and reduce dependence on cars 



Possible Strategies

Neighborhood Anchors

Creates additional areas of focused growth called 
neighborhood anchors to create more housing around 
shops and services

urban village
Areas with a wide 
range of housing 
types and transit, 
amenities, and jobs

urban center
Regionally designated 
neighborhoods with 
diverse mix of uses, 
housing, and 

employment

neighborhood centers
Places with diverse housing 
and mixed uses to support 
complete neighborhoods
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